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Jos XIV. 20. 
——T hou changeſt his Coun- 


tenance, and ſendeſt him 
away. 


HE Mourning and Mourners 
now before your Eyes, ſpeak 
the Occaſion of my enlarging 
on theſe Words. They are a 
very inſtructive, elegant De- 
ſcription of Death : And they will appear yet 
more inſtructive and moving, when apply'd 
to the Death of Him who is now remov'd 
from amongſt us. 

Providences of this Kind ſpeak very loud. 
ly ; and the more extenſive Acquaintance any 
have while living, the more generally uſeful, 
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their Death is likely to prove. For this (as the Eccleſ. 
vii. 2. 


great Preacher obſerves) is the End of all Men, 
and the Living will lay it to bis Heart. Thoſe 
that are wiſe and ſerious enough to make it 
their own Caſe, and to think how ſoon their 
own End may come, will lay to Heart the 


A 2 Death 
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Death of Orbers : But there is a Generation 


that will lax Nothing to Heart; that ſtill go 
on in a ſenſiial; jovial Way of Living, unaf- 
feed even with the moſt awful Occurrences, 

and jeſting with the moſt ſerious Things that 
can be thought of, Death and Eternity. While 
the Heart of the Wiſe is in the Houſe of Mourning, 
the Heart of Fools is in the Houſe of Mirth. 

I would hope; there are none of ſo profane 
a Spirit in this Aſſembly ; at leaſt, that none 
will be able to go away from hence careleſs 
and unconcern'd. There is ſo much Grandeur 
in the Subject I have choſen to inſiſt upon, as 
muſt command Reverence ; and the Account 
here given of Death, cannot but lead to ma- 
ny very affecting and uſeful Thoughts. Than 
prevaileſt for ever againſt bim, and be paſſeth : 
Thou changeſt his Countenance, and ſendeſt bim 

away. 

Thou prevaileſt for ever; from one en 
on to another; in all Caſes, and at all Times 
whenever Thou, Great Gop! ſeeſt fit to ſhew 
Thy Power and Soveraignty: And Thou pre- 
vailſt ſo far that none can repair the Breach 
made upon Man by Death, but Thyſelf. This 
Prevailing, does not, however, imply the ut- 
ter Neſtruction of our Being; but the having 


a Paß given us to go from one World to another. 


'Tis not ſaid, Thou prevaileſt for ever again} 
him, and he is extind, or ſhall exiſ va more; 
35 
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but Thou prevaileſt for ever againſt him, and 
he paſſeth; thar is, into ſuch Place and Condi- 
tion as Thou haſt appointed for _ there 
to abide for ever. 

Now when Gop does thus rail againſt 
Man, it is by changing his Countenance : Leav- 
ing the Body to corrupt and return to its Duſt, 
while the Soul is ſent away into the World of 
Spirits, there to take its Lot either with the 
Good, or Bad Spirits, as the Character of be- 
ing Good or Bad is found to belong to itſelf. 
And what Words can poſſibly repreſent the 
authoritative Proceedings of God, in the Mat- 
ter of Life and Death, more fully than theſs 
do. Thou changeſt, &C. 

In Diſcourſing on this Subject, it will be 


* 


L To enquire, What i is imply'd i in Death's 
changing the Count enance, and what may be 
learnt from thence ?- 


II. What is included in being ſent amen by 
Death, and what Uſe we ſhould make of 
ſuch a Conſideration. 


III. Shew what Regards we ought to pay to 


the Great Gov in our aſcribing it to Him, 
that He changes Mens Countenances, and ſends 

them away, Trov dolt it. 
IV. Shew 
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IV. Shew what there is 10 the Caſe of him 


Pſ. xxxix. 


11. 


whole Deceaſe we are now call'd to im- 


prove, that may render this Deſcription of 
Death peculiarly affecting to us. 


I. What is imply d in Death s changing the Coum- 
tenance, and what may be learnt from thence. 

Some have conceiv d of this as expreſſive of 
the Concern and Diſcompoſure of the Mind at 
the Approach of Death. When Men find them- 
ſelves under its Arreſts, fo as that there is no 
Ranſome or Eſcaping ; this will make the 
gayeſt, the ſtouteſt, the greateſt, change their 


Countenances. 


Others underſtand it of the Alteration made 
in the whole outward State and Appearance of 
a Man. And ſo Changing the Countenance is a 
figurative Expreſſion that ſignifies an Altera- 
tion in the whole Scene of a Man's Affairs, 
and in the very Manner of his Exiſtence. Thus 
Beauty is ſometimes put for every Thing valua- 
able and excellent of which a Man is poſſeſs'd, 
When Thou with Rebukes doſt correct Man for Ini- 
quity, Thou makeſt his Beauty to conſume a- 


_ way like a Moth. That is, not only his Face 


loſes its Luſtre, and. his Body its Strength and 
Vigor; but whatever was accounted fplendid 
and glorious in his Character or Condition 
tis made to vaniſh and diſappear. In like 

manner, 
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manner, to ſay, the Countenance is chang'd, 
ſignifies that a Man's Condition is intirely al- 
ter'd : That he is now no longer like the ſame 
Perſon, or in the ſame Circumſtances, he was 
before. Such is the Change made' by Death, 
that all the outward Glory of a Man, his 
Wealth, and Capacity for Buſineſs, his 
Strength, Comelineſs, Addreſs, and all the 
Regards paid to him, andin ſhort, the whole 
Aſpe& of his Affairs become changed. 

But take the Word Countenance in its 
ſtrict Senſe, then we underſtand it only to 
mean the Face: Upon which Death makes a 
very great and awful Change indeed. And 
whether this Change be gradual, by long and 
lingring Decays; or ſudden, and by violent 
Diſtempers ; yet ſtill the Alteration is much 
the ſame. The Face becomes ſo different 
from what it was in a Time of Health, as to 
its Form, its Features, its Complexion, and 
indeed its whole Appearance; that no One 
who has ever ſtood viewing for a while a 
dead Body, will need to have a particular 
Deſcription of the Ghaſtlineſs and Paleneſs 
or Deformity of ics Looks. Nor will a mul- 
tiplying of Words here, be half ſo moving, 
as to take the whole in this ſummary Expreſ- 
ſion, Thou changeſt bis Countenance. 

Let us proceed then from the Explication 
to the Inſtructions that may ariſe from hence. 
When 
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When we look upon a gay and rkowghtlefs 
Countenance how ſhould it affect us to think, 
that in a little while Death will make it fixed 
and ſolemn : That the jeſting and merry Coun- 
tenance, by Death will be ſtampt with ano- 
ther-gueſs Air; it will then be ſet and ſeri- 


ous. And how well would it become thoſe 


who are viewing their own triffing or jeſt- 
ing Faces in a Glaſs, to think of getting their 
Spirits and Tempers changed in all thoſe Re- 
ſpects that may prepare them for the Change 
which e' er long ſhall pals wy their Counte- 
nances? 

How much would this prevent Pride, 10 
thoſe who have more beautiful and comely 


Countenances, to think of the frightful change 


which will ſpeedily paſs upon them? And 


how much Sin and Folly might be prevented 


hereby, in thoſe who are tranſported with in- 
ordinate Deſires toward ſuch, or Admiration 
of them? 

How much would this tend to ſoften and 
ſmooth the Rywgh, and Mrathful, or Perſe- 
cuting Countenance? And how much ſhould 
it humble the Haughty one? Or if they ſhould 
maintain their Roughneſs and Haughti- 
neſs againſt ſuch Admonitions; yet Others 
may however take Fado ene from 
hence, to go on in the Way of their Duty 

in ſpite of all che Terrors of ſuch Counte- 
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nances. Son of Man, ſaith Gop to the Pro. 
phet, be not afraid of their Faces. No; let 
me look to that Go D who can Change their 
Countehances when He pleaſes, and this will 
Suppreſs all Fear of Them that would hinder 
me in any Thing Gop commands or calls 
me to. When once they are numbred among 
the Dead, the proudeſt and the rougheſt 
Countenances ſhall be weak and untegarded, 
even as the moſt deſpiſed ones. 

How many Inſtances of Self. denial, would 
this Thought ſeriouſly attended to, put thoſe 
of pamper'd Countenances upon; whoſe Eyes 
ftand out with Fatneſs, and who have more 
than Health requires, yea mote than Heart 


could wiſh. How much of that which is ſpent 


to feed a Carcafe and fill a Countenance fot 
Worms to feed on, would be laid out to ber- 
ter and noble Purpoſes ? 

And how much does this expoſe the Folly 
of thoſe who in any Reſpect, are ſpending 
over much Time and taking over much 
Thought, to adorn and ſer off their Counte- 
nances, when they are every Moment liable 
to change and periſh ? The Soul at the ſame 
Time being neglected, tho made for an un- 
changeable State and World; and no ſuitable 


Care is ſhewn to improve, adorn, or fave 
it, 
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II. Let us next enquire, What is included in 
Death's ſending us away, and what Uſe ſhould 
be made of ſuch an Expreſſion. There are TWO 
Things plainly ſignify'd hereby. 


1. A being. diſmiſs d from this World, its Af- 
fairs, Society and Enjoyments. The Man of Bu- 
ſineſs ceaſes all his Hurries, and has ſo per- 
fect a Diſmiſſion from all he was projecting 
or purſuing here, that in the very Day when 
he dies, all his Thoughts of theſe Things periſb. 

Death ſends a Man away from all his Friends 
and Companions, as well as from his Employ- 
ment. Tho' a Man may have Company in 
moſt of the Undertakings of Life, and may 
have others to joyn with him in thoſe Works 
which here he engages in; tis quite other- 
wiſe in his Death : Dying is Work that every 
Man muſt do alone. He is cut off from the 
Company and Society of every Creature in 
the Article of Death, (unleſs fome kind, mi- 
niſtring Angel appear to him and befriend 
him) and is diſmiſs'd from all Relatives and 
Acquaintance in this World, fo as never more 
to return to them, 7 ſhall go to him, ſays Da- 
vid, concerning his dead Child, but he ſhall 
not return 10 me. | 

Death ſends us away even from Religious 
eA/ſ/cmblies, and diſmiſſes from the Services of 
Religion. 
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Religion. Whether Men have improv'd 
their Seaſons of Grace, or not, they ſhall ne- 
ver more enjoy them. | 

Whatever any are poſleſs'd of that may en- 
dear Life to 'em, and whatever Proviſion 
they have made for a long and comfortable 
Continuance here; yet They muſt go as well 
as others. The Sequeſtration is ſuch that 
they muſt be ſtrip'd naked, and all their En- 
joyments left to others. 

In ſhort, we are ſo diſmiſs'd from every 
Thing in this World. by Death, as to be ſent 
intirely out of Sight; and ſo as in a little 
Time to be out of Mind, as well as out of 
Sight; and the Places that now know us, mult 
know us no more. 


2. To be ſent away, further implies a Man's 
being appointed to ſome other State and World. The 
Body is ſent away to lie bury'd in the Earth, 
and there to molder into Duſt : The Soul 
is ſent away from its Abode here into the 
World of Spirits, firſt to receive its Sentence, 
and then to be diſpos'd of according to that 
Sentence for ever. 

Some are ſent away in a very dreadful 
Manner; with 4 Depart ye Curſed, into ever- 
laſting Burnings, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels, They are ſent away not only from 
every Thing in this World, but to a State 
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of everlaſting Diſtance from Go p and Hea- 
Ven. | 

Others are ſent away in a very comforta- 
ble Manner: They leave this Earth, that 
they may be with CyrrsT in Paradiſe. This 
Day, ſays Cunxisr to the dying Penitent on 
the Croſs, thou ſhalt he with me in Paradiſe. 

They are ſent from Tabernacles of Clay, 
whoſe Foundation is in the Duſt, to an Houſe 
not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens. 

Thus when the Body returns to the Duſt, the 
Spirit returns to GOD that gave it. The Spi- 
rits of All, when they die, go to Gop to be 
judged by Him; the Spirits of good Men go 
to Gop to be ſaved by Him. 

The Uſe we ſhould make of this Account 
of Death, conſider'd as a Diſmiſſion from eve- 
ry Thing in this World, is this; To learn 
from hence, not to place our Happineſs in what 
we muſt be forced in a little Time to leave. What- 
ever our Enjoyments here may be, we ſhould 
remember that we are but Tenants at Will, and 
the Great Lo RD may turn us out, and ſend 


us away, whenever He pleaſes, If we are 


too much entangled with the Affairs of this 
Life, or pleaſed with our preſent Bleſſings, 
and Friendſhips, it will then be very hard to 
rec:ive our Diſmiſſion: Which yet muſt be 
Wi:cther we Will or no, We ſhould therefore 
gaben our Buſineſs, and converſe with our 
| | Relations 


Relations and FT IE "Ind aſe every 
Thing here, as thoſe that know we are every 
Moment liable to be ſent away from All. 

Would to Gop the Covetous and Worldly- 
minded might be taught ſeriouſly to apply this. 
When you are heaping up Riches, and ſeek- 
ing to increaſe your Goods by extorting more 
than is juſt, or with-holding more than is meet, 
think what all chis will avail you when you 
ſhall be ſent away from it; And ſent to 2 
Place whither you can carry Nothing along 
with you. Nothing, I mean, but what you 
would be glad not to carry, © Tormenting 
Reflections on your ill-got or ill-employ' q 
* Store. * 

The Ambitious Man would do well alſo to 
apply this: To try how he can bear the 
Thought of his being ſent away from all his 
Honours and Perferments: To be diſmiſſed 
from all the Regards of a Court, or the Shouts 
of a Crowd, or the Flatteries of Dependants, 
to have his Body trampled upon in the Earth, 
and all his Honour laid in the Duſt. 

The Voluptuary, and he who is devoted to 
his Pleaſures, ſhould take this Occaſion to 
ask himſelf, How he could bear to hear 2 
Meſſenger from the other World tell him, 
This Night, thou muſt be ſent away from all thy 
finful Companions, and thy ſinful Entertainments? 
That jovial Countcnance ſhall be chang d for 

a pale 
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a pale and ghaſtly one; and Nothing fhall 

plead for thy being reſcued or ſpared ; Death 

has now receiv'd its Commiſſion to prevail a- 

gainſt thee. 
Good Men ſhould take Comfort from this 
Conſideration of Death, under all their La- 
bours, Oppreſſions, Sorrows and Afﬀiictions 3 
that the Time is ſhort, and they ſhall be diſ- 
miſs'd from every Station of Difficulty, and 
Danger, and Trouble, and ſhall have all 
Tears wiped from their Eyes. 
All of us ſhould learn to «ſe this World, 
and every Thing in it as thoſe that know we 
ſhall not only be ſent away from, but muſt 
be called to account for, what we are here en- | 
| truſted with. Our Diſmiſſion runs in ſuch a 
K Form as that, Luke xvi. 2. Give an eAccount 

. of thy Stewardſhip ; for thou may ſt be no longer 
Steward. 

We ſhould further learn, from the Conſide- 
ration of our being appointed to ſome other 
Place and State hereafter, to take Care we | 
bade Something to betake ourſelves unto in ano= | 
tber World, when we ſhall be turned out of thiss | 
We ſhould ſeriouſly enquire, © How ic is 
* like to be with us when we ſhall be ſence 
** away ? And whither our Souls muſt go?“ 

If we are Slaves to Sin, Satan, and the 
World, we ſhould now penitently :hink on our 
Ways, lay hold on the Lord Jesvs Cunisr by 


Faith, | 
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"_ and turn our Feet unto Gov's Teſtimo= 


: Yea, we ſhould make haſte and not delay 
to 1 God's Commandments ; left we 
ſhould be ſent away before we are aware, 
and ſo baniſh'd from every Thing here, and 


from the Preſence of Gop for ever, at the 
ſame Time. 


If we are ſuch, as have good Hope thro' 
the Goſpel-Covenant, that when we go hence, 
we ſhall go away into Life eternal ; then we 
ſhould charge it upon ourſelves to be conti- 
nually watchful, that we may not be ſurpriz- 
ed by Death : But may be always in ſuch a 
Frame as to die both ſafely and comfortably. 
We ſhould be waiting for our Diſmiſſion; 
and be ready to welcome the Meſſenger that 
comes to fetch us away. 


III. I ſhall now ſhew har Regards we ought 
to have to the Great Go p in aſcribing it to Him, 
That Hs changes the Countenance, and ſends Man 
away. It is the manifeſt Deſign of the Con- 
text to glorify Gov, and ro magnify Him 
in all His Proceedings; whilſt the moſt aba- 
ſing and humbling Things are ſaid of Man. 
And it cannot but ſerve ſome very good Pur- 
poſcs, eſpecially to the Relations of the De- 
cealed, to think how we ought to carry ic 
upon ſuch Occaſions, to the Dread So v x- 
REIGN of Lite and Death. 


I, All 
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1. All Diſtempers, and all Second Cauſes to 
which Death is immediately owsng, are to be 
looked upon as wholly under the Direction of Gov. 
Tho? a violent Fever, or any other Mortal 
Diſtemper may be the apparent and immediate 
Cauſe of Changing a Countenance, yet tis 
aſcrib'd to Gop as the Directing, Over-ruling 
Cauſe: Tuo changeſt, &c. 

Sometimes the eAppointment of Death may 
take place only according to the Laws of 
Nature : But in other Cafes, Gov may ſhew 
Himſelf more plainly under the Character 
of a Governor ; and Life may either be pro- 
long'd or ſhortned, contrary to the Courſe of 
Nature, juſt as Go p ſees the Honour of His 
Government is concern'd. Whether we conſi- 

der Death as inflicted by Vindictive Juſtice, or 
ſent upon a gracious Errand and Deſign; yet 
ſtill G op is to be owned in it. The LoRD 
18am ii G. Killeth, and maketh alive; He bringeth down 
to the Grave, and bringeth up. Seriouſly to 

to think of this, would prevent many miſ- 

taken Reflections, which Thoſe, who are 

too intently poring on the Cauſes of any 

One's Sickneſs or Death, are apt to make: 
Charging it to this and the other Neglect, 

or wrong Management, that Death has pre. 

vailed. If any Circumſtances contribute to 

haſten a Man's End; have we not as much 
| | Reaſon to acknowledge a ſuper-intending 
| Provk 
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Providence in thoſe very Circumſtances, as 
in the Diſtemper itſelf that was ſent upon 
them? Let us give leſs Heed to the com- 
mon Ways of Talking in the World, and 
follow more the Way of Speaking our Bi- 
bles direct us to, on theſe Occaſions; and 


then we ſhall reſolve all into the over - ruling 
Diſpoſals of Gov. 


2. The Power of GOD in this Matter is re- 
preſented as abſolute and uncontroulable. There 
is Something very great, and that ſtrikes the 
Mind with a mighty Awe, in the Manner of 
Expreſſion uſed in the Text. No Strength or 
Authority in the World can reſiſt the Appoint- 
ment of Gop : No Viſdom is allowed to diſ- 
pute Matters with Him: Worldly and human 
Conſiderations are of no Weight at all: Gop 
is intent upon ſomething elle : and therefore 


no Pleas and Importunities urg'd by poor, 


ſhort- ſighted Creatures, can make any Altera- 
tion in His wiſe and fixed Meaſures. There is 
no ſetting a Countenance to contend with 
Heaven; no Poſſibility of making a Stand a- 
gainſt its Decrees ; that Moment Gop com- 
mands a Diſſolution, the Countenance is cbang- 
ed, and the Soul ſent away. 


3. God's Right to act in this Manner 
muſt be acknowledged, as well as His uncon- 


| Oh troulable 
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troullable Power. He that could call me at 
firſt out of Nothing into Being, may (beyond 
all Diſpute) call me from One Kind of Being 
to Another, according to His Sovereign Will 
and Purpoſe. It muſt needs appear very 
fitting that He, who has aſſign'd me the Part 
I am to act in this World, ſhould thereupon 
be allow'd to aflign me my Station in the 
next World, and determine the Time for my 
entring into it. 
And if we now conſider all Things as put 
into the Hands of CuRISTH JzsUs, how reaſon- 
able is it, that He who has purchas'd a Sea- 
ſon of Grace, and given us the Means of 
Salvation, ſhould appoint to every One how 
long ſuch a Seaſon ſhall laſt, and choſe Means 
be continu'd to us? How fit that He who is 
interceding for the Happineſs of His Follow- 
ers, to have Them where He is, that they may 
be bold His Glory, ſhould take them to Himſelf 
at ſuch Time as He knows to be moſt proper ? 
And how becoming is it, for Thoſe that are 
bereav'd of valuable Relations, to own, That 
Job i. 21. He who gave, has a Right to rake? The Lorn 

gave, and the LORD has taken away, Bleſſed be 
K the Name of the LORD. This may give Oc- 
1 caſion to add, 
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4. When we aſcribe it to G o p, that H x 
P changes the Countenance by Death, it ſhould be 
| * with 
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with intire Submiſſion as to the Deceaſe of others, 
and Reſignation as to our own. When you look 
upon a dead Son, or Brother, or Friend, 
and ſee the Change that has paſs'd upo him, 
it becomes you to revere the AtmiGunTty, 


as the Pſalmiſt did, when he tells us, He was PC. xxxix. 


dumb, and opened not his Mouth, becauſe Gor % 
had done it. When the Sentence of Death 
comes upon any of our Family, or even to 
ourſelves, we ſhould ſay with Eli, It is n iii. 
Loxp, let Him do what ſeemeth Him good. Or“ 
with Fob, Tho He ſlay me, yet will 1 truſt in Job xiii. 
Him. This is the Frame and Temper of Mind *5 
with which we ſhould ſay unto Gor, Tnod 
changeſt his Countenance, and ſendeſt him away: 
And whenever Thou pleaſeſt, we reſign our- 
ſelves to this Appointment. We don't mur- 
mur that Thou haſt ſuch a Power over us, we 
dont grudge at thy Right, but rather would 
take a Pleaſure in thinking that our Times 
are in Thine Hand, Let us therefore endea- 
vour to live as Thoſe that have a conſtant 
Senſe of our depending upon the Will of 
GO p, for everys Breath we draw; and as 
Thoſe that know His Appointment muſt 
determine When, and Where, and by what 
Means we ſhall breathe our laſt. 


IV. Tis Time I ſhould proceed to ſhew, 
What there is in the Caſe of him, whoſe Deceaſe 
G 2 Ws 
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A SER MON on the Death 


we are now called to improve, that may render 
this Deſcription of Death peculiarly affecting to us. 
And here I ſhall take Notice of thoſe Things 
in the Character and Circumſtances of the 
Dead, that may be of Uſe to the Living; 
but I would not attempt any Thing that may 
look like Flattery, however liable we are to 
be charged wich it upon theſe Occaſions. 

The Death oi Mr. Jobn Mills may be very 
inſtructive, as it is peculiarly affecting on 
theſe ſeveral Accounts: He dyed at an Age 
wherein the Body had attain'd its full Strength 
and Vigour ; and when his Mind was thorough- 
ly furniſh'd for the Management of thoſe Af- 
fairs to which he was call d. He dyed in the 
midſt of gainful Merchandiſe, and in a very 
improving Condition: He dyed generally be- 
lov'd, and when he had procur d a conſidera- 
ble Intereſt and Eſteem: He dyed at a Time 
when his Hopes and Proſpects were much be- 
yond all his preſent Advantages: And it muſt 
be added that he was One who had not been 


unconcerned about Matters of a higher Na- 


ture: The Kingdom of God and his Rigbteouſ- 
ne/s were ſought by him at his firſt ſetting out 
for the World; and all other Things were 
thus added afterward, Each of theſe Conſi- 
derations will make the Words of our Text 
very moving, it ſeriouſly apply'd and enlarg'd 
Upon. 

1. Tis 


— ——— 


of Mr. Joux MIL 1s. 


I. Tis concerning a Young and ſeemingly 
healthful Perſon, that we muſt now ſay Gop 
has changed bis Countenance, and ſent him away. 
We have frequent Inſtances, tis true, of the 
like Nature: Many, in the Days of their 
Youth and Vigour, are carried off, by ſudden 
and violent Diſtempers : But however fre- 
quently this may happen, wichin the Compaſs 
of our Acquaintance ; yet {till it muſt be al- 
low'd to have ſomething more affecting, when 
ſaid of One in the Flower of his Age, that 
his Countenance is chang'd, and he is ſent away, 
than when it is ſpoken of the more Antient 
andInfirm.This ſhews the youngeſt and ſtrong- 
eſt what they are continually expoſed to, as 
well as Others: Their Paſſions and Affections 
alſo are more apt to be moved by what hap» 
pens to ſuch as themſelves; eſpecially ſuch 
as they have known and familiarly convers'd 
with. It may therefore juſtly be expected 
the Death of Mr. Mills ſhould be laid to 


Heart, by Thoſe of his own Age, who knew 


him,and were frequently converſant with him. 


That Countenance you us'd to look upon with 


Cheerfulneſs and Pleaſure is now changed, and 
{ent away to be ſeen no more. 

For a Man to appear in his full Strength 
and Vigour one Week, with a Temper brick 


and lively, and a Mind furniſh'd for the 
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ready diſpatch of Buſineſs; lying the next 
[i Week inſenſible of all Things in this World, 
15 | his Countenance failing, his Spirit ſad, his 
1 Heart trembling, his Strength departed from 
N him, and at laſt his Soul diſmiſſed and ſent in- 
1 5 to Eternity; how moving and affecting is this? 
11 Such was the Caſe of him whoſe Death wo 
5 now lament, whom it has pleaſed G o p to re- 
; if move from amongſt us at Thirty Years of 


Age. 


2. 'Tis concerning One in a very gainful 
þ Buſineſs, and in a very improving Condition, that 
4 we muſt now ſay, GoD bas changed his 
1 Countenance, and ſent him away. lis rarely 
known that One in his Way of Merchandiſe, 
ſhould ſo ſoon obtain ſuch large Commiſſi- 
It ons, be employ'd in ſuch a Variety of Af- 
fairs, ſettle ſo numerous and beneficial a 
Correſpondence, and manage every Thing 
with ſuch Succeſs as Mr. Mills did. His Ad- 
vantage was great in gaining the Acquain. 
cance of a late Merchant in this City, who 
ſome Years ago dyed, and left his concerns 
to him: And indeed it was not a little to the 
Credit of Mr, Mil; that he was ſo much va. 
lued, by One who had try'd him for ſome 
time, and who was an experienc'd Trader, 
However, he did not owe his Proſperity 
meerly to the Reputatoin of another ; His 
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Improvements were much beyond his Be- 
ginnings, and his Buſineſs greatly encrea- 
ſed. 

Now to think of a Mans being taken away 
in ſuch Circumſtances, out of the Reach of all 
thoſe Enquiries that us'd to be made after [ 
him : to hear Perſons asking in Publick Places | 
of Concourſe, where he was wont to appear, | 
What is become of ſuch a One? To ſee others go- 
ing from thoſe publick Places, to the Place'of 
his ſtated Abode enquiring more fri&ly 
after him: and in a few Days for all ſuch En- 
quirers to receive this Anſwer, He is dead, 
his Countenance is changed, and be is ſent away. 
How ſtrange a Scene is this? How great a 
Check ſhould this be to Thoſe who are cum- 
bered about many Things, while they neglet 
the One Thing needful ! How much better 
to provide for ſuch a Retirement from the 
World as Death is, than to be continually 


Hurrying about in it, and Converſing | 
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> Thoſe eſpecially, who were employ'd with, | 
5 or by him that is gone ; whoſe Duty or In- . 
"BY tereſt carry'd them to ſeek after him while | 

= f 
is Living ; ſhould now be concern'd to prepare | 
2 for that Time when they muſt follow him ö 
r. in Dying, and muſt go to that World into | 
y which he is now ſent, By ſeeking after | 
is him, obſerving his Directions, and falling in 
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with his Meaſures here, you might perhaps 
Wh be Gainers; but you will be much more ſo 
ww by wiſely conſidering what is like to become 
of you, when you ſhall be ſent after him, to 
that World and State where he now is. Your 
Gains by his Life were only Temporary; but 
the Gains of Thoſe who are made truly ſe- 
rious by his Death, will be Eternal. 


3. 'Tis concerning One who was generally 
beloved, and who had gain'd much Eſteem in the 
Station where he was fix d, that we muſt ſay, 
Go p has changed his Countenance, and ſent him 
away, They who had the higheſt Value for 
him, yet could no Way contribute to pre- 
vent the Change which has paſs'd upon him. 
Could that have avail'd, the Reputation he 
had in this City, would have prolong'd his 
Days. His Converſation of late had recom- 
mended him to ſome of the firſt Rank : And 
his Juſtneſs, Friendlineſs and Care in the Way 
of his Buſineſs, had render'd him very Valuable 
both co Them who had Orders from Him,and 
Them who gave Commiſſions to Him: Ma- 
| f ny are the Families that will feel the Loſs 
of ſuch a Man: The Trult repoſed in him 
by the Inhabitants of diſtant Iſlands ſhew'd 
a very high Eſteem: Some trutting him 
not only with their Eſftares, but with the 
Care of their Children: Yet all this can make 
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no Alteration in the Meaſures of Almighty 
GOD. Let Men plead what they will, and 
ſay Good or Evil concerning what 1s Cone, 
tis all one when Gop appoints a final Change. 
The moſt that can be ſaid for Thoſe that live 
thus beloved, is, That they die lamented ; but 
die they muſt. 

How much then does it concern us to 
ſecure a Reputation and Eſteem, that ſhall 
ſtand us in ftead in the other World, ſince 
what we have in this cannot prevent the 
Stroke of Death one Moment? How much 
more ſhould we value the Favour of Gop 
than all the Praiſe of Men? That will ſur— 
vive our Funerals, whatever this may do. 
And will neither change with our Counte- 
nances, nor With any of the Revolutions and 


Changes that may be in the World, 


4. Tis concerning One whoſe Hopes and 
Proſpetts were much beyond his preſent eAdvan- 
tages, that we muſt ſay, Go has changed his 
Countenance, and ſent him away. The Scheme of 
Affairs he had projected, and was molt in- 
tent upon juſt before his Death, would ve- 


ry much have added both to his Character 


and Circumſtances, had he liv'd to purſue it, 
But how ſoon Alas ! may the Hopes of Man, 
as to all future Events and Projects for this 


Life, be deſtroyed and cut off. 
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When we look to ſuch Providences as the 

preſent mournful one; in how convincing a 

Light do they ſhew us the Truth of that Text“ 

PC. xxxix. Surely every Man walketh in a vain ſhew : ſure- 

6. ly they are diſquieted in vain. Yea, were it 

not for the Hope of a future bleſſed State, 

and a glorious Eternity, ſuch Inſtances of 

Mortality as this, were enough to make One 

—lxxxix. ask, Wherefore has the Great Creator made Man 

7 in vain? How could it be accounted for, 

that a Man ſhould be thus raiſed in the World, 

furniſh'd for Service and Uſefulneſs, gain ſo 

much Regard and Eſteem, raiſe the Expecta- 

tions of many concerning him, and have his 

own Expectations raiſed in a moſt juſt and 

regular Manner, and then, all of a ſudden, 

be diſmiſsd and ſent away ? How could this 

be accounted for, if Go p had not ſome fur- 

ther Deſigns with Reference to the Dead, and 

ſome Way of explaining this Proceeding to 
us All hereafter ? 

But ſo it is, whilſt Man propoſes, Go p 
diſpoſes. Therefore in all my Propoſals I 
would look unto GOD, and to Go p would 
I commit my Cauſe : Which I would do in ſuch 
a Manner, that if by Death I ſhould be ſer 


away before I can accompliſh what I am 


projecting, I may commit my Soul into the 
Hands of HIM who has redeemed it; and 


may go into a World where my Proſpects are 
much 
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much greater, than any I can have in this 
Life; and where I ſhall know no Death or 
Diſappointment. This we hope is the Hap- 
pineſs of the Deceaſed, For, 


Laſtly, We are to conceive of a Countenance 
ſet toward Heaven, that is now changed by Death; 
and a Soul deſirous to be the Lo Rp's, that is 
now ſent away to its eternal Abode. Whatever 
Uneaſineſs the foregoing Things may give to 
our Thoughts or Paſſions, yet this will afford 
Relief and Comfort, to conſider the Advan- 
tanges of the Change made by Death to 
Good Men, and the happy World into which 
they are ſent. ; 

It is not (J am ſenſible) all that we wiſh 
might go to Heaven, who ſhall come there: 
For then, not One in this Aſſembly would 
fall ſhort, could my Wiſhes carry em tht- 
ther. Nor can we certainly ſay, who by 
Name ſhall be accepted or condemned of 
Gor; but only by Mens Characters or Qua- 
lifications, and as far as theſe appear to us, 
Many a One (I doubt not) has been Cannoni- 


zed in Funeral Sermons, that yet ſhall never 


partake of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light : 
And ſome perhaps may have gone out of 
this World, hardly or doubtfully thought of, 
who are now joyn'd to the Spirits of the 
Fuſt made perfect. Tis only for the Great 
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JuDGs, and a final Judgment abſolutely and 
certainly to determine, who ſhall go away 
into everlaſting Burnings, and who ſhall enter 
into the Foy of their LORD. 

However, the following ſhort and impar- 
tial Account of the Party deceaſed, may be 
of ſome Service, to help Thoſe who are re- 
lated, in their forming a Judgment con- 
cerning his preſent State, and may be im- 


prov'd to promote the ſpiritual Good of 


others. 
He was born of religious Parents, and given 


up to Gop by them in his Baptiſm. He 


was left Fatherleſs at about Twelve Years 
old: His going to School firſt, and after- 
wards to an Apprenticeſhip, carry'd him for 
the moſt part from under the Eye of his 
Mother: But God took him ſo far under 
His Care that he was not ſuffer'd to fall in- 
to any ill Courſes, or to contract an Ac- 
quaintance with any looſe and ill Perſons. 
In the Time of his Apprenticeſhip it pleal- 
ed Gon to impreſs his Mind with a very 
great Senſe of Things Spiritual and Eternal. 
He was exceedingly affected with the Death 
of Mr. Caleb Head, and the Funeral Sermon 
that was printed thereupon. ( Would to 
Gor the Peath of Mr. Fobn e Mills, and 
the Diſcourſe now publiſhed, might have as 
good ay Effect upon fome others!) After this 
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he became very diligent in Reading and 


Writing out Sermons, and other Things of 
a religious Nature. Many Evenings he thus 
ſpent with me in the Houſe where I then 
lodg'd ; and many Sheets of his Writing are 
now in my Hands. He then choſe to be a 


Companion of Them that feared GoD; and 


lov'd to converſe with ſuch as frequently 
as he could, There is One in this Place, 
who has aſcrib'd much of the fixing his own 


Thoughts for GoD and Religion, to his 


Converſation with Mr. Milli at that Time. 


He was very ſtudious of the Terms of Salva- 


tion in the Goſpel, and not only in private 
Converſation, but in ſecret, betwixt Go 


and his own Soul, as I have Reaſon to be- 
lieve, he profels'd his Willingneſs to Comply 
wich them. 


He did not, however, go ſo far as to 
joyn in Communion with any Church or 
Society of Chriſtians: This, if I apprehend 
right, was neglected for ſome Time only in 
Hope of better Preparedneſs, or in Expecta- 


tion of ſome more convenient Seaſon ; but 


by the Deceirfulnels of Riches, and! the 
growing Concerns of this Life, that Neglect 
was continued in to the Time of his Death, 


In this I am far from praiſing him or any 


of our Profeſſors in this preſent Age who 
are tempted to act i tue fame Manner. 


The 
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The Neglect of the Sacrament of the Lord's- 
Supper is undoubtedly one Inſtance of the 
Decay of Fiety, and the Occaſion of many 
other Declenſions and ſinful Liberties, in 
profefling Families. But this I am apt to 
think was the greateſt Uneaſineſs to Mr. 
Mills's Mind in the Time of his Sickneſs ; 
and tho' I had not the Satisfaction of being 
with him ſo early as he deſired, yet I was 
Time enough to receive his Complaints of 
this World, this World, which was the moſt 
of what his Strength would then allow 
him to utter. To this Neglect I cannot 
forbear aſcribing ſome Things which his 
Friends have obſerved of late, that made 
'em think it was not with him as in Times 
paſt. This I ſpeak as a Warning to Others, 


that They do not ſuffer the Things of this 


World to take Place of the Things of 
Gop, and of their Duty to Him: No, 
not, for a Seaſon; ſince if Death comes 
at ſuch a Seaſon, tho' they may poſſibly 
be in a ſafe State, yet they cannot be in a 
comfortable Frame. Nevertheleſs an uncom- 


fortable Death may be merciful, when it is 
- ſent to preſerve from ſuch Declenſions as 
would prove finally deſtructive. 

Whatever Declenſions, from former Seri- 
ouſneſs might be taken Notice of in our de- 
parted Friend, he has ſtill been kept from 

the 
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the Pollutions that generally prevail in the 
World; he was one that behav'd himſelf well 
in every Relation; he has maintain'd an 
honourable Character for doing juſtly and 
loving Mercy; and has ſhewn great Humi- 
lity, whatever his Defects were, in walking 
with his GOD. He would frequently be 
with a Society of Young Men, that meet 
for religious Purpoſes; and has ſubſcribed 
his Name as One of them. His new Ac- 
quaintance, and his encreafing Circumſtances 
did not make him aſham'd of adhering to a 
deſpiſed Intereſt and Way of Worſhip: 
And I doubt not, but it 1s in the Sight of 
Go p, a very acceptable Proof of a Man's 
Integrity, to maintain it againſt continual Re.. 
vilings, and Reproaches, as well as to hold 
it faſt in the View of Flames, or wild 
Beaſts, To ſuffer and die at once would 


be eaſier in ſome Caſes than to lie un- 


der continual Scorn and Ignominy: And 
the Diſſenters have not wanted proper Oc- 


caſions to apply that of Solomon, Let a Bear p, 4. 
robbed of her Whelps meet a Man. rather than xvii. 12. 


a Fool in his Folly. | | 
The laſt ſenſible Thing that I heard Mr. 
Mills ſay, was, that he committed himſelf to 
the e Mercy of GOD in CHRIST Jzsvs. 
And I cruſt that he will appear amongſt 
the Number of thoſe that find Mercy, at 
the 
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this N Day. So that however TTY 
ful- we look upon the Change paſs'd upon 
him by Death, we may yet hope that he 
ſhall hereafter be changed in another Man- 
ner; according to that of the eApoſle, with 
which I cloſe, Phil. iii. alt. We look for the 
Saviour the Lord Jasus Curist; who ſhall 
change our wile Body that it may be faſhioned 
like unto his Glorious Body, according to tf 
Working ' whereby He is able even to "RY 
all Things unto Himſelf. © 

And Go p grant, that this may be 
5 the Happineſs of every one of us. 
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